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#METOO 
FELLS A 
SECOND 
STATE 
LEADER 


Matt Dababneh says 
his resignation from 
California Assembly 
isn’t an admission of 
sexual impropriety. 


By MELANIE MASON 


SACRAMENTO — As- 
semblyman Matt Dababneh 
said Friday that he is resign- 
ing from office at the end of 
the month, a decision that 
comes four days after he was 
publicly accused of mastur- 
bating in front of a lobbyist 
and other inappropriate be- 
havior. 

In a resignation letter, 
Dababneh said the allega- 
tions against him are untrue 
and said he expected a legis- 
lative investigation would 
“bring to light and into focus 
the significant and persua- 
sive evidence of my inno- 
cence.” 

“As we battle for change, 
we must remember that due 
process exists for a reason,” 
he wrote. “We should never 
fight injustice with injus- 
tice.” 

Dababneh, a Democrat 
from Woodland Hills, told 
The Times that his resigna- 
tion should not be construed 
as a tacit admission of 
wrongdoing. 

“My stepping down isn’t 
out of guilt or out of fear. It’s 
out ofan idea that I think it’s 
time for me to move on to 
new opportunities,” Dabab- 
neh said in an interview. He 
said that in the current envi- 
ronment, “it’d be very hard 
for me to represent my dis- 
trict and be able to pass the 
type of legislation that 
would be meaningful.” 

Dababneh is the second 
legislator in two weeks to re- 
sign due to allegations of 
sexual misconduct. Assem- 
blyman Raul Bocanegra (D- 
Pacoima) stepped down last 
month after multiple women 
accused him of making un- 
wanted sexual advances. 
Meanwhile, state Sen. Tony 
Mendoza (D-Artesia) has 
been stripped of leadership 
posts as he faces an investi- 
gation into alleged improper 
behavior with female 
staffers. 

“Assemblymember Dab- 
abneh’s resignation is yet 
another sign that the culture 
is changing,” Assembly 
Speaker Anthony Rendon 
(D-Paramount) said in a 
statement. “The Assembly 
will continue our work to 
hasten that change, to make 
the Legislature an institu- 
tion where people are safe, 
survivors are helped, and 
perpetrators are held ac- 
countable.” 

Dababneh, 36, was first 
elected to the Assembly in 
2013, representing a strongly 
Democratic district in the 

[See Dababneh, A10] 
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AS THE Lilac fire races closer, volunteers evacuate horses at San Luis Rey Downs in Bonsall, Calif. 


For horses, no place to flee 


By PAUL SISSON, 
BRITTNY MEJIA 
AND HARRIET RYAN 


The evacuation of San 
Luis Rey Downs was orderly 
at first. Trainers at the 500- 
stall facility for racehorses in 
northern San Diego County 
led thoroughbreds from the 
stables into trailers or onto a 
nearby racetrack. 


Ohtani likes Angels’ 


pitch, so he might 
be a hit in Anaheim 


You heard it 
when Japa- 
nese baseball 
star Shohei 
Ohtani in- 
formed the 
New York 
Yankees and 
Boston Red 
Sox he 
wouldn’t sign with them. 
You heard it again Friday 
when Ohtani decided to 
sign with the Angels instead 
of the Dodgers or Chicago 
Cubs. 

Doesn’t Ohtani want to 
win? 

Ofcourse he does. He 
just wants to do it a certain 


way — his way, as a two-way 
player. 

He is a unique player — 
no one else can throw a 
fastball 100 mph and also hit 
tape-measure home runs. 
He did that in Japan; he 
wants to show he can do 
that here. He signed with 
the Angels because he 
thinks they can help him 
realize that vision. 

His representatives at 
CAA basically said as much 
Friday, when they released a 
statement that in part read, 
“In the end, he felt a strong 
connection with the Angels 
and believes they can best 
help him reach his goals in 
Major League Baseball.” 

[See Hernandez, A10] 


But as the Lilac fire raced 
closer, choking the pad- 
docks with smoke and set- 
ting palm trees ablaze, the 
horses began to panic. By 
the time the barn roofs 
caught fire, the thousand- 
pound animals were stam- 
peding. 

“It just started coming so 
fast that we couldn’t stay 
with it,” trainer Linda 
Thrash said. “Eventually, we 


just had to turn them loose. 
There was not time to do 
anything else.” 

Some horses refused to 
leave their burning stables. 
Some got out only to run 
back in. Some made it to 
safety on the track, only to 
collapse and die. 

Human life has been re- 
markably preserved in the 
Southern California wild- 
fires this week, with author- 


ities confirming a single fa- 
tality. But for horses — ani- 
mals born and bred to run — 
the toll has been staggering. 
More than 66 animals are 
known to have died. At least 
35 perished at San Luis Rey 
Downs on Thursday after- 
noon, and 29 at a Sylmar 
ranch overrun by the Creek 
fire Tuesday. There are re- 
ports of dead or missing 
[See Horses, A6] 
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CASEY RODRIQUEZ helps a friend recover belongings Friday from an apartment building in Ventura ravaged by the Thomas fire. 


anta Anas subside, 
but not fires’ threat 


Firefighters stay on 
high alert as a possible 
shift to ocean breezes 
could send flames 

in a new direction. 


By MELISSA ETEHAD, 
LOUIS SAHAGUN, 
HAILEY BRANSON-POTTS 
AND SOUMYA 
KARLAMANGLA 


The powerful Santa Ana 
winds that fueled a five-day 
fire siege across Southern 
California this week began 
to ease Friday, but the de- 
structive toll of the blazes 
continued to grow and fire- 
fighters will remain on high 
alert through the weekend. 

The fires, which 
stretched from Ojai to 
Oceanside, destroyed more 
than 500 structures and 
forced hundreds of thou- 
sands of people from their 
homes. The smoke created 
air quality problems that of- 
ficials said reached unprece- 
dented levels in some areas. 

As hot, dry Santa Anas 
faded, officials warned that 
breezes from the ocean 
could pick up, changing the 
direction of the flames, plac- 
ing fire crews at higher risk 
of getting caught without an 
escape route. 

A red flag warning — a 
combination of extremely 
low relative humidity and 
wind speeds that indicates a 
serious threat if a fire were to 
occur — is in effect through 

[See Fires, A7] 
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From the streets to cultural dominance: The 2018 Grammy nominations are overdue acknowledgment that 
hip-hop has shaped music and culture worldwide for decades. In this ongoing series, we track its rise and future. 


The moment 
N.W.A changed 
the music world 


In this exclusive excerpt 
from “Parental Discretion 
Is Advised: The Rise of 
N.W.A and the Dawn of 
Gangsta Rap,” Times 
staff writer Gerrick D. 
Kennedy details the birth 
of the first major disrup- 
tion in hip-hop. 
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